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" What do you think ? "
" And what about this fellow of yours ? "
" We arranged to meet him at dawn at the guillotine, and we told him that if we weren't there, it would be because we had been arrested for shouting seditious cries ; and in that case he was to go home and not stir out until the next morning."
" Rather a dirty trick, wasn't it ? You made him lose his day's wages ? "
" Yes, we did. And there was even one occasion when he actually got himself arrested. If the boss hadn't gone and explained matters, he would have been sent to prison. It was still more of a dirty trick because, once we'd got him out of the way, we sent out to the nearest bar for some Vouvray and spent the money for the wreath on it. Another thing that wasn't very decent of us was that we did all this on a day when, after all, a man was being executed. Of course, we didn't think of it like that - though, as a matter of fact, the anarchists always made us sick."
" When you're young------"
" Yes. . . . Besides, the fellows you get in the cabinet-making trade, especially in the suburbs, are a curious lot. They're often quite sincere, but as lazy as can be ; and they love their little joke."
Roquin sipped his kirsch as he spoke, with the intent air of a man with a long tradition of civilisation behind him. He had a thin, pale face, very light brown eyes, and a narrow moustache, turning grey.
" It's very good, this kirsch. There used to be a fine one on the Place d'Aligre. I don't know whether there still is. That's a corner of Paris I used to be very fond of, the Pkce d'Aligre. On market-days you would think you were in a big county town down south, a hundred leagues away from Paris. . . . Did you get that plate ? " -
" Yes, but I haven't hung it up yet."
" I suppose it is Montereau ? It's a pity that it will be all by itself, among all these others. It's very pretty, whether it's period stuff or not"